BOROUGH  OF  PONTEFRACT 


* 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HE  .LTH 
FOR .THE  YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1945. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Pontefract. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  snH 

to?ngUhe1yearni9«erimi?e?°rt  °?  th?  Health  °f  the  Borough 

ana  gn  SoSSS  Ke 

Ministry  ^Health.1”  aC°°rdance  with  the  requirements  of  the 

Reportseofl939  to  ^“muchUUthfstetistioal  informatiSn^ 
SSe^LfUrv  raS  bT  °mitted*  The  A““al  Report  ™  the 

Food  Supplies,  is  submitted  with  this  Report.  uPKIVlslon  01 


PART  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Area  of  the  Borough:  4,865  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  civilian  population:  19,810 


Rate 

Books : 

5,557 

Rateable  Value:  £124,347  (1944:  £123,632) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate:  £492  (1944: 

£499) 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

187  154 

•  •  16  13 

203  I67 

341 

29 

370 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  civilian  population: 

18.7 

♦ 


f :  * 


2 


Stillbirths: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate  *. 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

7 

4 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still) 

births : 

28.9 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population: 

0.56 

Deaths : 

* 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  age  groups 

126 

83 

209 

Infants  ■  under  1  year: 

Legitimate 

16 

5 

21 

Illegitimate 

4 

0 

4 

Total 

20 

5 

25 

Maternal  deaths  1 

Death  Rates: 

General  rate  per  1,000  population:  10.6 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births:  68 

Legitimate  infants  per  1*000  legitimate  live  births:  62 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1$000  illegitimate  live  births:  138 
Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births:  2.62 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: 

Table  I. 


Causes  of  death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Whooping  cough 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

5 

5 

10 

Tuberculosis,  non-pulmonary 
Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

4 

9 

Cancer  of  breast 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

3 

15 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

5 

6 

11 

Heart  disease 

30 

25 

55 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Bronchitis 

12 

5 

17 

Pneumonia 

8 

5 

13 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

3 
■  7 

Appendicitis 

2 

2 

4 

Other  digestive  diseases 

0 

3 

3 

Nephritis 

5 

4 

9 

Maternal  causes 

- 

1 

l 

Premature  birth 

2 

0 

2 

Congenital  causes,  etc. 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

Road  traffic  accidents 

l 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

2 

9 

All  other  causes 

12 

4 

16 

Totals 

126 

83 

209 

* 


* 


L 
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The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
209,  11  less  than  in  the  previous  year:  this  yields  a 

death  rate  of  1C. 6  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  civilian 
population,  a  reduction  of  0.6  on  the  figure  for  1944. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.4;  The  mean  local 
rate  for  the  decade  19 34^44  is  12.2,  and  for  the  previous 
decade  13«3- 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  129  were  of  persons 
over  60  years  of  age,  31  were  in  the  45  -  60  age-group, 

16  in  the  25  -  4 5  years,  8  in  the  1  to  25  years,  and  2$ 
in’ the  under-one-year  group.  The  number  of  male  deaths 
was  126,  11  more  than  in  1944,  whilst  the  number  of  female 
deaths  decreased  by  22  to  83- 

Disease  of  the  heart  again  provides  the  highest  death 
rate  for  individual  causes,  55  deaths  having  been  attributed 
to  such  disease.  This  is  a  reduction  of  8  on  last  year's 
figure.  Cancer  was  reported  as  the  cause  of  death  in  28 
cases:  the  1§44  figure  of  47  cases  was  definitely  high,  and 

the  present  figure  corresponds  more  to  the  1943  figure  of  26, 
■and  is  among  the  lowest  figures  recorded. 

The  third  highest  individual  cause  of  death  in  1944  was 
the  group  of  diseases  classified  as  intra-cranial  vascular 
lesions  -  cerebral  haemorrhage,  thrombosis,  and  allied  con¬ 
ditions;  this  year  there  was  a  further  decline  in  such  cases, 
and  the  figure  of  11  is  a  decrease  of  13  on  the  1944  figure, 
and  23  on  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  result  is  that 
bronchitis  with  17  deaths,  is  now  the  third  highest  individual 
cause.  This  is  an  increase  of  4  on  the  previous  year's  total. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system  (excluding  tuberculosis)  was  32?  8  more  than  in  1944, 
but  11  less  than  in  1943* 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  caused  death  in  17  cases. 
This  figure  is  the  highest  during  the  war  years,  the  average 
over  the  quinquennial  period  1940-44  being  half  that  number . 
Infective  diseases  caused  l6  deaths,  2  less  than  in  1944,  and 
4  less  than  in  1943.  11  of  these  were  caused  by  tuberculosis, 

and  4  by  whocpir.g  cough.  There  was  one  maternal  death,  giving 
a  rate  of  2.62  per  thousand  live  and  still  births,  as  against 
a  rate  of  1.79  for  England  and  Wales.  There  was  no  death 
attributed  to  this  cause  in  1944. 


Infant  Mortality 

Last  year  I  commented  on  the  exceptionally  low  infant 
death  rate;  it  was  unlikely  that  that  figure  of  38  Per 
thousand  live  births  would  be  maintained.  The  number  of 
deaths  in  that  year  was  18:  in  the  period  under  review 

this  figure  rose  to  25?  due  largely  to  the  occurrence  of  7 
deaths  from  diarrhoea.  There  was  only  one  such  death  in 
1944.  These  25  deaths  yield  a  rate  of  68  per  thousand 
live  births:  this  seems  a  large  increase  to  be  accounted 

for  by  an  increase  of  7  deaths;  it  is  due  to  the  decline 
in  the  birthrate  from  23*8  in  1944  to  18.7  in  1945*  The 
local  rate  for  the  five  years  1940-4  was  6l.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1945  is  46. 

The  following  Tables  give  causes  of  infant  deaths 
classified  into  age-groups,  and  showing  month  of  incidence. 
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Table  II 


i-.ge  groups 


Causes  of  depth 


Whooping  cough 

Syphilitic  disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhoea 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformations,  etc. 

Violent  causes 


Totals 
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2 

5 
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6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

0 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

l 

0 

1 

3 

k. 

1 

1 

6 

4 

6 

1 

20 

5 

25 

All  ages 

under  1  year 


Table  III 


Causes  of  death 


Whooping  cough 
Syphilitic  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Diarrhoea 
Premature  birth 
Congenital  malfornr 
Violent  causes 
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PART  T  W  0 


MATERNITY _ ni JD _ CHILD  WELFARE 


Health  Visiting 


Two  Health  Visitors  are  normally  employed  by  the  Council,  the 
equivalent  of  whole-time  services  devoted  by  them  to  health 
visiting  and  attendance  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  being 
li.  There  was . only  one  Health  Visitor  from  February  to  the  end 
of  the  year.  No  health  visiting  is  done  by  voluntary  agencies. 
The  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  were  as  follows :- 


First  Visits  Total  Visits 


To  expectant  mothers  190 
To  children  under  1  year  448 
To  children  of  1  to  5  years 


420 

2,644 

4,154 


The  Welfare  Centre 


It  is  well  known  to  you  that  the  premises  at  Headlands  Road, 
centre  of  all  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  activities,  are  quite 
inadequate  for  the  increasing  numbers  of  people  who  attend  the 
various  clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  weekly,  and  attendances 
were  as  follows :- 

Total  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who 
first  attended  at  the  Centre  during  the  year, 
and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance 
were : - 


Under  1  year  of  age  3 86 
Over  1  year  of  age  24 

Total  410,  an  increase  of  14 

on  last  year. 

Total  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who 

attended  at  the  Centre  during  the  year,  and  who, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  were:- 

Under  1  year  of  age  317 
Over  1  year  of  age  280 

Total  597,  an  increase  of  27 

on  last  year. 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centre  made  by 

children  under  five  years  of  age,  5,135,  1,554  less 
than  last  year. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Ladies'  Voluntary  Committee  for 
valuable  services  rendered  at  the  Centre  during  the  year. 

An  Ante-natal  clinic  is  held  weekly,  and  during  the  year 
under  review  301  expectant  mothers  attended  at  the  clinic. 
Although  no  separate  post-natal  clinic  has  been  established, 
cases  were  given  post-natal  examination. 

The  following  proprietary  preparations  are  available  at 
cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases)  to  all  women  attending 

the  clinics:- 
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Ostermilk  (Nos.  1 
Humanised  Trufood 
Cow  and  Gate 
Lactogol 
Ovaltine 


xnd  2) 


Glucodin 
Be  max 
Virol 
Virolax 


The  following  are  distributed  free  of  charge: 


I.C.D.  tablets 
Ferrous  Sulphate  tablets 
Viteolin  tablets 


Maternity 

During  the  year,  37  women  were  sent  to  the  Maternity 
Hospital  at  Leeds,  2  to  Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home, 

11  to  Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home  and  2  to  the  County 
Institution,  Wakefield;  but  in  the  big  majority  of  normal 
cases  domiciliary  arrangements  were  made.  The  County 
Council  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority _ under  the 
Midwives  Acts,  and  details  of  births  notified  by  the 
local  midwives  and  others  are  forwarded  weekly  to  that 

Authority. 

The  following  analysis  of  notifications  of  birth  received 
during  194 5,  adjusted  by  transferred  notifications,  indicates 
how  the  various  maternity  services  and  institutions  were 

used. 


1 •  NpA_of _b ir th s_0 c cur r ing_in_ th e_Borough : 

(a)  Pontefract  residents: 

Domiciliary  cases  - 

Notified  by  Doctors  ^  3 

Notified  by  Midwives  237 

Institutional  cases  - 

Pontefract  Nursing  Home  42 

County  Institution  Pontefract  6 

Total 

288 


(b)  Cutward  transfers: 

Pontefract  Nursing  Home  55 
County  Institution  Pontefract  29 
Pontefract  General  Infirmary  1 
Helaticns  (domiciliary  cases)  2 


Total 


2. 


No .  of  inward  transfers : 


Maternity  Hospital  at  Leeds  37 
Castleford  Maternity  Home  41 
County  Institution,  Wakefield  2 
Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home  11 
Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity 

Heme  2 


Total 


93 
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WAR-NURSERIES 


Two  war-nurseries  continued  to  operate  throughout 
the  year,  Baghill  Day  Nursery,  and  Beechwocd  Residential 
Nursery. 

Baghill 

This  Day  Nursery  provided  accommodation  for  40 

children. 

6,446  attendances  were  made  by  children  at  the 
Nursery,  which  represents  ^2%  of  the  total  accommodation 
provided.  The  average  number  of  children  on  the  register 
was  34,  of  which  13  were  under  2  years  of  age.  The 
average  number  of  women  released  for  full-time  work  was 
26. 


Beechwood 

This  Residential  Nursery  provided  accommodation  for 

22  children. 

The  average  number  of  children  on  the  register  was 
19,  of  which  8  were  under  2  years  of  age;  the  average 
attendance  was  14  (5,  under  2;  9  over).  The  average 

number  of  women  released  for  full-time  work  was  10. 


PART  THREE 
PREVALENCE  OF  .M)  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AID.  OTHER  DISEASES 

899  cases  of  disease  were  notified  during  1945*  an  increase 
of  596  on  the  previous  year's  figure;  but  65  less  than  the 
1943  figure.  The  high  figures  for  1943  and  the  year  under 
review  were  due  to  epidemics  of  measles,  440  cases  in  1943  and 
564  cases  in  194-5*  Increases  were  also  shown  in  scarlet  fever, 
erysipelas,  chickenpox  and  whooping  cough;  and  there  were  2 
cases  of  paratyphoid,  which  -was  absent  in  the  previous  year. 
There  were  decreases  in  diphtheria,  pneumonia  (notifiable  forms) 
and  cerebro-spinal  fever. 

The  most  remarkable  figure  in  the  whole  of  this  report  is 
the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  during  the  year: 
only  5  cases  occurred,  and  2  of  those  were  in  respect  of 
children  not  normally  resident  in  the  Borough.  It  is  interes¬ 
ting  to  compare  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
with  the  increasing  effect  of  prophylactic  measures  against  it. 


Table  IV 


Year 

No.  of  cases  of 
diphtheria 

No.  of  deaths  due 
to  diphtheria 

No.  of  child  population 
immunised  against 
diphtheria 

Under  5  years 

Over  5  years 

1942 

55 

3 

11.9 

48.6 

1943 

52 

2 

30.5 

74.4 

1944 

20 

1 

39*1 

78.7 

1945 

5 

0 

42.0 

68 .7 

-  <J  -J 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence. of 
notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  among  the  civilian 
population. 


Table  V 


Diseases 

Total 

notified  cases 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

41 

41 

0 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

0 

Paratyphoid  fever 

o 

2 

0 

Pneumonia ,  acute 

20 

0 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

4 

4 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

2 

2 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

3 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

18 

0 

0 

Chick enpox  • 

132 

0 

0 

Measles 

564 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough 

k— - 

68 

0 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS 

In  the  following  table  new  cases  and  mortality  are  classified. 

Table  VI 


Age  periods 

New  cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5  years 

1 

5  and  under  15 

1 

1 

5 

1 

15  and  under  25 

4 

3 

1 

1 

25  and  under  35 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

35  and  under  45 

4 

2 

2 

1 

45  and  under  55 

3 

1 

55  and  under  65 

5 

1  « 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

2 

Totals 

ii 

II  ro 

II 

II 

ll 

9 

2 

7 

5 

5 

- 

1 

The  following  table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the 
register  of  tuberculous  persons. 


Table  VII 


Number  of  cases  in  Register 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Total 

in 

M. 

F0 

M. 

F. 

Register 

At  the  commencement  of  1945 

71 

51 

38 

29 

189 

Notified  under  Regulations 
of  1930  for  the  first  time 
during  1945 

22 

9 

2 

7 

40 

Restored  during  1945 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Brought  to  notice  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notification 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Removed  during  1945 

20  ; 

14 

6 

8 

48 

At  the  end  of  1945 

75 

46 

34 

28 

183  \ 

•s 
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The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the 
given  in  the  following  table. 

Table  VIII 

register  are 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Totals 

Entries  relating  to  - 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Persons  who  have  died 

9 

5 

1 

1 

16 

Persons  certified  by  the 
medical  practitioner  in 
attendance  to  have 
recovered 

5 

6 

4 

5 

20 

Persons  who  have  ceased 
to  reside  permanently  in 
the  district 

6 

3 

1 

2 

12 

Totals 

20 

14 

6 

8 

48 

Scabies 

Facilities  for  the  out-patient  treatment  of  scabies  are 
provided  at  the  School  Clinic,  Headlands  Road,  and  at  the  Baghill 
Isolation  Hospitals  This  provision  has  proved  adequate  for 
dealing  with  all  cases  occurring  among  women  and  children.  Adult 
males  are  normally  advised  to  have  domiciliary  treatment;  but 
where  such  is  likely  to  prove  inadequate,  the  patient  can  be 
admitted  to  a  County  Institution  in  accordance  with  an  arrangement 
made  with  the  County  Council. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V/.T.  HESSEL,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Pontefract. 


<-■  J 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

TO 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH 

for  the 

YEAR  ended 

313T  DECEMBER , 

1945. 

Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1945:  an  Interim  Report  from  which  much  of  the  statistical 

information  normally  given  has  been  omitted.  ^  Report  will  be 
prepared  in  due  course  dealing  fully  with  the  post-1939  period. 

P  A  R  T  ONE 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Hater  Supply 

A  sufficient  and  constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  was 
distributed  by  the  Corporation  throughout  the  year,  the  supply 
being  of  the  order  of  28  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Samples  were  submitted  to  chemical  analysis,  and  the 
following  report  is  typical? 


Farts  per  100.000 

Total  solids 

24.0 

Chlorine 

«  0 

1.4 

Nitrites 

i  • 

- 

Nitrates 

«  » 

0.28 

Free  Ammonia 

0  e 

0.005 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

*  • 

0.001 

Metals 

3  • 

- 

Total  hardness 

0  e 

17-2 

pH  value 

•  fc 

7.2 

These  results  indicate  a  wholesome  water,  well  suited 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  Being  moderately  hard, 
and  of  a  pH  value  slightly  above  neutral,  it  is  not  liable 
to  plumbo -solvent  action <■  Reports  on  analyses  have  regu¬ 
larly  indicated  an  absence  cf  lead  (and  other  metals)  and 
non-occupational  plumbism  is  unknown  in  the  district. 

Nine  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw 
water,  and  14  of  the  chlorinated  water  going  into  supply: 
all  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Only  one  house  in  the  Borough  is  net  connected  to  the 
public  supply,  and  stand-pipes  remain  only  in  isolated  cases: 
12  houses  where  clearance  under  the  Housing  Act,  193^;  has 
been  held  up  on  account  of  the  war 5  and  14  alms  houses 
where,  at  the  time  of  writing,  plans  for  the  laying  on  of 
water  to  the  houses  are  in  hand. 


♦ 
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Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Drainage 

All  built  up  areas  in  the  Borough  are  sewered,  and  almost 
all  houses  are  on  the  water-carriage  system:  the  few  isolated 

properties  remaining  on  the  conservancy  system  will  be  abolished 
as  circumstances  allow.  Whilst  there  is  little  room  for  improve¬ 
ment  in  type,  the  maintenance  of  existing  accommodation  at  a  high 
level  of  efficiency  is  a  matter  which  is  receiving  constant 
attention;  and  although  labour  difficulties  have  caused  delays 
in  many  cases,  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness  has  been  main¬ 
tained. 

A  considerable  amount  of  drainage  work  uf  an  urgent  nature 
has  been  done;  although  plans  for  many  desirable  but  less  urgent 
improvements  have  had  to  be  postponed  until  a  more  favourable 

time . 

Nuisances,  and  Control  of  Regulated  Trades 

73  statutory  nuisances  were  found  during  the  year,  and 
7 0  were  abated,  leaving  3  outstanding  into  1946.  These  figures 
do  not  refer  to  housing  defects  dealt  with  under  'the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  of  193&* 

Smoke  nuisances  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Borough.  In  addition  to  numerous  casual  observations  and 
inspections  of  boiler  plant,  45  formal  thirty-minute  observa¬ 
tions  were  made;  and  in  5  cases  the  limit  of  two  minutes  black 
smoke  within  the  observation  period  was  exceeded.  Every 
endeavour  has  been  made  with  the  staff  at  my  disposal  to  deal 
with  this  section  of  the  work;  but  the  following  factors  have 
militated  against  these  endeavours:-  The  frequent  change  of 
boiler  attendant;  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  delivery  of 
new  plant;  the  degrading  of  coal  supplies;  and  the  over¬ 
working  of  plant  at  peak  periods.  All  these  problems  are 
very  real,  and  I  can  guarantee  no  great  improvement  until  they 
are  resolved. 

In  February  the  Ministry  of  Health  called  the  attention 
of  local  authorities  to  their  powers  to  deal  with  nuisances 
or  conditions  prejudicial  to  health  arising  from  the  spontan¬ 
eous  combustion  of  colliery  spoilbanks.  No  nuisance  arose  in 
the  Borough  in  this  connection  during  1945°  The  last  complaint 
of  nuisance  was  made  in  1942,  and  effective  steps  were  taken  at 
the  time  by  the  Company  concerned.  Later,  the  Company  installed 
crushing  plant  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  waste  material  and 
prevent  the  formation  of  air  pockets  in  the  spoilbank. 

The  Council  are  interested  in  the  wider  aspects  of  the 
smoke  problem,  and  under  the  powers  granted  by  section  105 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193&,  have  taken  part  in  investiga¬ 
tions  into  problems  relating  to  atmospheric  pollution.  During 
the  year  they  gave  authority  for  the  re-establishment  of  the 
deposit  guage  (the  standard  method  of  chemical  analysis  of  soot 
deposit)  and  the  installation  of  apparatus  for  the  estimation 
of  atmospheric  sulphur  dioxide  by  the  lead  peroxide  exposure 
method. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  the 
total  accommodation  registered  by  the  Council  being  for  42 
persons;  this  is  used  to  capacity.  In  both  cases  the  Council 
refused  to  register  second-floor  rooms  in  view  of  the  lack  *f 
adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

The  offensive  trades  established  in  the  Borough  were 
inspected  regularly.  They  were  operated  throughout  the  year 
without  nuisance.  One  licence  is  in  force  authorising  the  use 
of  certain  premises  as  a  knacker fs  yard.  There  is  room  for 
considerable  improvement  at  these  premises,  and  renewal  of  the 
licence  is  dependent  upon  certain  improvements  being  effected. 
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Factories 

The  term  'factory’  is  comprehensive,  and  includes  premises 
large  and  small  where  articles  are  made,  altered,  or  repaired 
for  purposes  of  gain.  There  are  90  such  premises  in  the 
Borough,  at  69  of  which  mechanical  power  is  employed.  Not  all 
these  were  visited  during  the  year  hut,  sc  far  as  my  information 
goes,  conditions  were  fairly  satisfactory.  Staffing  difficulties 
were  responsible  for  some  deterioration  in  the  standard  of  clean¬ 
liness  usual  to  many  premises;  but  in  few  instances  was  there 
failure  to  maintain  the  essential  minimum  of  cleanliness. 

Premises,  machinery,  utensils,  methods,  and  personnel  at  food 
factories  and  bakehouses  were  inspected  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1938. 

The  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  inspected  at  the 
premises  to  which  section  3^  "the  Factories  net,  1937?  applied, 
and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Certificates  granted  by  the  Council,, 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  period  following  the 
acceptance  of  delegation  from  the  County _ Council  of  their 
powers  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  net,  1919?  there 
has  never  been  more  activity  in  this  work  than  during  the  past 
year.  The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Corporation's  full-time  operative. 


Type  of  Infestation 

No.  of  Infestations 
dealt  with 

No.  of  rats 
accounted  for 

Reservoir 

1 

2,507 

Maj  or 

14 

2,902 

Minor 

206 

2,665 

Totals 

221 

8,074 

These  figures  do  not  include  work  on  public  sewers, 
which  were  treated  twice  during  the  year.  On  each  occasion 
the  result,  adjudicated  on  the  standards  set  down  in  Ministry 
of  Food  Circular  IT.  S. No.  6,  was  *  limited  in  extent'  and  of 
'small  intensity'. 

The  cost  of  destruction  measures  taken  on  private 
properties  was  borne  by  the  occupiers  concerned,  but  not,  ^ 
in  some  cases  without  misgivings:  there  is  a . natural . feeling 

among  affected  occupiers  that  the  Rat  Destruction  oervice 
should  be  free  of  charge. 

Swimming  Baths  . _ Sanitary  Ccndj-tipn_pi_jater . 

Throughout  the  swimming  season  bacteriological  control 
of  the  water  in  the  Public  Baths  was  maintained,  and  all 
samples  conformed  to  a  high  standard  of  organic  purity. 

Regular  testing  was  also  carried  out  for  chemical  standards  - 
'pH  value’  and  'free  chlorine  content'  -  and  showed  improve¬ 
ment  on  previous  records,  when  pH  value  had  been  persistingly 
low,  and  the  absence  of  residual  chlorine  had .been frequent . 
During  the  season  under  review  the  trend  was  in  the  right 
direction:  the  pH  value,  particularly  during.the  second 

half  of  the  period  under  review,  improved  considerably,  and 
throughout  four  months  the  samples  “oaken  for  ’free  chlorine' 
did  not  fall  below  the  prescribed  minimum  of  0.2  parts  per 
million. 
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PART  TWO 


HOUSING 


Housing  is  without  doubt  the  most  urgent  of  our  National 
problems 5  and  locally,  the  overwhelming  majority  of  enquiries 
made  at  the  Department  are  related  to  housing  difficulties. 

I  estimate  that  700  people  who  desire  a  house  of  their  own 
are  living  'in  lodgings'  in  the  Borough,  and  that  100  of  these 
are  so  overcrowded  that  before  the  war  they  would  have  been 
liable  to  prosecution  for  committing  an  offence  under  the 
overcrowding  provisions  of  the  Housing* Act,  1936.  The 
remainder,  although  not  coming  within  the  'statutorily  over¬ 
crowd  e.d*  class  -  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  never  claimed  that 
the  standard  was  high  -  are,  in  the  main,  living  in  varying 
degrees  of  overcrowding, .judged  against  reasonable  standards 
of  decency.  A  separate  house  for  each  family  desiring  it  is 
the  Council's  standard,  and  energetic  endeavours  are  being 
made  to  achieve  that  standard. 

After  new  housing  and  the  solution  of  overcrowding  will 
come . the  problem  of  slum  clearance.  The  Council's  programme 
was  interrupted  in  1939  when  some  150  houses  remained  to  be 
dealt  with;  and  the  deterioration  of  the  war  years  and  the 
higher  standards  now  accepted  v/ill  add  at  least  another  90 
to  that  number  for  consideration  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  after  the  present  acute  shortage  has  been  met.  In 
the  case  of  a  few  of  the  worse  houses  included  in  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme,,  tenants  were  rehoused  on  an  informal 
undertaking  given  by  the  owners  concerned  that  the  premises 
would  not  be  relet.  These  houses  could  not  have  been 
rendered  reasonably  fit,  even  on  war-time  standards,  except 
at  excessive  cost. 


*4^.As,?as  the  Gase.  throughout  the  war  years,  considerable 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  housing  defects  remedied, 
despite  the  fact _ that  no  works  were  asked  for  unless  the 
defective  conditions  constituted  a  statutory  nuisance,  were 
prejudical  to  health,  or  were  otherwise  in  need  of  urgent 

wprpnp-f?pA+  -a?eSP+Ke  thi?  difficulty  many  housing  improvements 
e G^ec^ed|  .  the  position  wixl  not,  however,  be  satisfactory 
until  some  priority  scheme  is  evolved  to  assure  the  diversion 
et  an  adequate  quantity  of  materials  and  components  to  repair 
work  of  an  urgent  nature.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  recom¬ 
mence  the  routine  inspection  of  houses  unde?  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  and  the  systematic  street-by-street 
improvement  of . dwellinghouse  property  until  the  supply  and 
the  labour  position  are  greatly  improved. 

/ 

,.  .  J  some  detail  in  my  last  Annual  Report  with  the 

?qA<nfhStatl°?-Cf  ve™inous  dwellinghouses.  At  the  close  of 

satisfacto?^tl0thS°  fai>  aS  Co£poration  houses  is  concerned  was 
satisfactory.  there  were  no  known  cases  of  infestation.  The 

House  Management  Committee  have  agreed  that  in  all  cases  where 

Ihnii  GOnsidered  advisable  new  tenants  of  Corporation  houses 
shail  be  removed  by  the  Corporation,  and  their  effects  disinfes- 
ted  by  hydrogen  cyanide  in  the  process  of  removal.  The  advent 

/'uthoritiPQ1?86^1?^68  •?7D‘T‘,  and  '  Gammexane '  should  assist 
P^phK  at  deallng  wlth  verminous  infestation.  Experiments 

1??S1?hWlt5k  ^eSe5  but  ^drogea  cyanide  dis- 
lniestation  is  still  the  standard  method  used  in  the  Borough. 

houses  were  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  the  year  -  there  were 
42  cases  m  the  previous  year. 
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P  «  R  T  THREE 


INSPECTION  .AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  Supply 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continued  to  use  the  Abattoir  at 
Newtown  as  a  centre  for  the  preparation  of  meat  for  distribution 
to  retailers  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding . districts ,  covering 
a  population  of  some  5° >000.  The  whole  of  the  meat  slaughtered 
at  the  abattoir  was  inspected  by  Officers  of  the  Department. 

The  numbers  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  were:- 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

the  total  number  being 

2,549 

1,186 

5,762 

486 

9,983  ■ 

\ 

The  number  of  carcases  found 

to 

be  unfit  for 

human 

consumption 

% 

were : - 

Tuberculosis 

• 

Other  Conditions 

Total 

Beasts 

57  (47  cows) 

• 

5i 

62ir 

Calves 

1 

3 

4 

Sheep 

- 

14 

14 

Pigs 

6 

8 

14 

1  ^ 
i  ^ 

30i 

94i 

3,046  organs  and  parts  were  found  to  be  unfit.  ' 

A  total  weight  of  33  tons,  l6  cwts . ,  1  or. ,  17  lbs.  of 
'  meat  was  condemned.  It  is  estimated  that  of  the  cattle, 
l6%  of  the  pigs,  2%  of  the  sheep  and  0.8%  of  the  calves 
examined  showed  lesions  of  disease.  The  condemnations 
classified  above  as  *  Other ' Conditions  1  included  septicaemia, 
Johnes1 ‘disease,  dropsy,  fever,  pyaemia,  Jaundice,  swine 
fever  and  immaturity. 

The  advantages  of  central  slaughtering,  as  opposed  to 
the  pre-war  system  of  private  slaughtering,  have  been  amply 
demonstrated  during  the  war  years,  and  it  would  be -a  retro¬ 
grade  step  to  allow  the  use  of  private  slaughterhouses  again 
when  the  present  emergency  passes.  The  Health  Committee 
considered  this  matter  in  November  and  agreed  to  the  erection 
of  a  Public  Abattoir  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  The 
matter  is  now  in  abeyance  awaiting  a  Governmental  decision  on 
slaughtering  policy. 

Transport  and  handling  of  meat  were  given  due  attention. 
There  were  occasional  violations  of  article  21  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924;  informal  action  was  taken, 
and  the  conditions  complained  of  were  rectified.  Conditions 
generally  were  satisfactory. 
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Milk  Supply 

• \ 

Milk  produced . locally  now  forms  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  total  quantity  of  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough.  At 
the  present  time'  some  150  dairying  cattle  are  kept,  and  the 
bulk  of  our  milk  supply  comes  from  sources  considerable 
distances  away.  The  number  of  registered  producers  in  the 
area  is  16$  there  are  10  wholesale  traders  and  15  retailers. 
The  19  cowsheds  have .been  inspected  at  intervals,  and  con- 
.  ditions,  generally,  were  satisfactory.  Two  producers  hold 
’Accredited1  Licences  and  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was 
maintained  at  these  premises.  Samples  from  each  farm  in 
the  Borough  have  been  submitted  to  the'  Methylene  Blue  Test 
with  satisfactory  results. 

One  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  is  in  force  in  the  Borough. 

The  plant  was  examined  frequently  by  an  officer  of  the 
Department,  and  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory. 

34  samples  were  submitted  to  Plate  Count  Examination,  the 
statutory  test  for  Pasteurised  milk:  3  samples,  %  of  the 

total  examined  were  below  standard,  there  being  little  doubt 
that  these  we re  the  result  of  unsatisfactory  milk  received 
from  outside  the  Borough.  34  samples  were  submitted  to 
the .PhosphataseTest  which,  although  it  has  no  statutory  force, 
indicates  whether  or  not  the  milk  has  been  adequately 
pasteurised  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  for  temperature 
and  holding  period  prescribed  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations:  32  samples  were  shown  to  have  been  sufficiently 

treated,  only  2  being  below  the  required  standard.  Every 
endeavour  is  made  by  the  firm  concerned  to  maintain  the  plant 
in  efficient  action:  but  the  plant  is  now  old*  and  is 

shortly  to  be  replaced  by  n ew  plant  of  the  ’high-temperature* 
short-time’  type. 

Other  foods 


The  need  for  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  waste  has 
resulted  in  continued  activity  in  the  inspection  of  'other 
foods’.  Traders  now  call  in  your  Inspectors  to  examine 
food  which,  prior  to  the  war  they  themselves  would  have 
rejected  as  being  of  doubtful  quality.  Also,  regarding 
rationed  goods,  the  retailer  or  wholesaler  now  requires  the 
certificate  of  the  local  authority  before  he  can  dispose  of 
unfit  foodstuffs. 

Supervision  of  Food  Premises 

Food  factories,  shops  and  warehouses  were  inspected 
during  the  year;  any  contraventions  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938?  Shops  Act,  1934,  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  were  noted,  and 
remedial  measures  taken.  Although  many  staffs  were  depleted 
the  general  condition  of  food  premises  was  satisfactory,  58 
premises  are  registered  by  the  Council  pursuant  to  section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 1  during  the  year  instances 

of  minor  breaches  of  the  Act  arose,  and  were  rectified  as 
the  result  of  informal  action. 

In  September  an  investigation  was  made  into  the  conditions 
under  which  ice-cream  was  being  made  and  sold  in  the  Borough, 

In  only  6  of  the  25  premises  registered  in  1939  was  the  trade 
resumed  in  1945:  in  all  cases  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

In  one  instant  there  was  violation  of  section  l6(l)  of  the- 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  relating  to  the  display  on  vehicles 
of  the  dealer’s  name  and  address. 
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Throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  under  review  the 
•Department  was  working  one  technical  officer  below  pre¬ 
war  Establishment,  due  to  the  general  shortage  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors 5  and  much  routine  work  has  had  to  be  curtailed 

acc°un*’*  The  arrears  in  housing  repair  work  which 
have  been  steadily  accumulating  during  the  war  years-  the 
completion  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme;  the  adequate 
investigation  of  overcrowding  and  of  home  conditions;  the 
supervision  of  food  premises  and  processes:  all  these 

ore  vital  factors  m  maintaining  the  health  of  the  people- 
and  their  fulfilment  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  existence 

Publi?  Health  Staff.  I  hope  that  before  ‘ 

.  wll5-  possible  to  start  again  where  we  left  off 

dema^’ortheUfu?ure?ePartraeat  °ble  t0  meet  the 


Yours  faithfully, 

L.  WitLSH,  M . R . S an o  I ,  , 

Chief  Sanitary.  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Pontefract. 
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